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Measles cases in UK almost TRIPLE in a year as experts warn of surge across Europe
Vaccination rates need to be above 95 per cent to stop outbreaks
956 cases in UK to end of October compared with 374 during whole of 2010
By Claire Bates
Last updated at 8:06 PM on 2nd December 2011

A toddler with measles: Although usually a mild illness, it can be fatal, especially in young children (posed by model)

Measles is on the rise in Europe, say new figures from the World Health Organisation.
More than 26,000 measles cases have been reported so far this year and nine deaths - a threefold increase in cases from the same time period in 2007.
Measles cases have almost tripled in England and Wales in the last year, says the Health Protection Agency.
There were 956 cases to the end of October compared with 374 cases during the whole of 2010.
However, immunisation rates hit a new peak with 90 per cent of children aged two having received the vaccine.
France accounted for about 14,000 cases, mainly in children older than five and in young adults.
Other outbreaks occurred in Spain, Romania, Macedonia, and Uzbekistan.
'We are seeing a surge of cases much larger than we've seen in the past five or six years' said Rebecca Martin, immunisation programme manager for WHO's Europe office in Copenhagen.
Measles cases had been dropping for years, but began to increase sharply in late 2009.
Ms Martin said the epidemic was fuelled mainly by low vaccination rates and noted about half the cases were in people older than 15.
She said 'Over the years, people who haven't been vaccinated are now giving the virus a big opportunity to spread.'
Of the people who got measles, about half were not vaccinated and the vaccination histories of many of the others were unknown.
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My children are over 30. Years ago I declined the whooping cough vaccine for them as there were mental health issues in their father's family. My GP then warned me off the measles vaccine - they all caught it from each other but were absolutely fine.
- honey, london, 04/12/2011 10:14
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LM, UK, 3/12/2011 0:15 - Cases of SSPE have been attributed to the MMR vaccine. It is not just "wild" measles but the vaccine strain also that causes SSPE.
- Phyl, UK, 03/12/2011 20:59
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Hally from Sweden. crossing the road can be dangerous too. I'm sorry for what happened to you, but let's be honest, autism is a much more threatening condition in todays society. Thirty years ago it was something like 1 in 25,000 had autism, now it's 1 in less than a 100, therefore something is causing it.
- scott, uk, 03/12/2011 19:35
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I don't quite understand it, if you believe the MMR vaccine protects your children from measles, then why attack people who haven't chosen to have their children vaccinated as your kids will already be protected if it works?
- scott, uk, 03/12/2011 19:30
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Interested observer, you are truly ignorant. The chicken pox virus is the same virus that causes shingles. You cannot get shingles if you have never had the herpes zoster virus which causes chicken pox. Please treat yourself to an education
- Catherine , Swansea, uk, 03/12/2011 18:42
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What many people do not realise is that these childhood afflictions have evolved in the human race for a reason. Having measles in childhood will help to prevent asthma at a later date. Noticed how asthma has increased in the population as measles has declined? Having chicken pox will usually prevent shingles. There are increasing occurrences of shingles worldwide at the moment. MMR immunity does not last for a lifetime and it's beginning to show its negative impact as the population ages. Also, MMR has *never* been tested to researched in relation to the likelihood of causing cancer something which I find astounding. Vaccinate my children - never!
- Interested Observer, Wales, 03/12/2011 18:19
Click to rate

Rating (0)

Report abuse
Obviously it's important to have children vaccinated and whether there is a link with autism or not people clearly want single doses so why does the government feel saving money by ONLY supplying the MMR is more important than having children immunised? Just give people the choice of single doses & watch the vaccination take up increase.
- Insignificant Worker, Distopia, England, 03/12/2011 17:00
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'Measles cases in UK almost TRIPLE in a year' >>>>>>>>>> This must be part of David Camerons famous 'growth plan' starting to bear fruit & reduce the number of unemployed
- himy henderson, London, 03/12/2011 15:50
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The rich and those in the know don't have their children vaccinated, but rely on the fact that the majority of others are vaccinated.
- Andy, London UK, 03/12/2011 15:03
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To a large extent this hysteria stems from our ignorance of probabilities and statistics. Dying or being damaged by measles is indeed fairly uncommon. However it is many thousands of times more likely than is having an adverse reaction to a vaccination, and for children who already have health problems the risk from the disease is even greater. The odds favour vaccination. - Bertie Wooster, London, UK, 03/12/2011 10:26 Actually, the odds probably don't favour vaccination if most people around you are already vaccinated and/or you don't live in a deprived environment. This is because you have
to factor in the chance of you coming into contact with the virus which is slim. So, say if the probablility of vaccine damage is 1/2000 and the chance of damage from the illness when measles was a common illness as in the 1960's is 1/1000 then the 1/1000 can probably be reduced to 1/10000 or even 1/100000 in current circumstances when there are few cases of measles.
- elaine , west midlands, 03/12/2011 13:30
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